
the builder
Paterson Habitat for Humanity’s Newsletter

in this issue

SPRING 2019

patersonhabitat.org/thebuilder

Meet Sandra and Carlos
Page 2

New homes and new life 
Page 3

Shoes and homes
Page 4

Acts of kindness 
continue
Page 4

Why I build with Habitat
Page 5



2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Officers:
Michael Rolls, President, Director of Finance, SaxLLP
Kathryn Komsa Schmidt, Vice President, Retired, Chief Diversity Offi  cer, Marsh
 & McLennan Companies
Wayne Angelbeck, Treasurer, Ret’d, VP of Business Dev. & Treasurer, Penske
 Truck Leasing
Judy Keyes, Assist. Treasurer, Vice President, Atlantic Stewardship Bank 
Ronessa Johnson, Secretary, Owner, A Strategic Plan Beauty Spot, LLC 
Members:
Rev. John A, Algera, Ret’d Pastor, Madison Ave CRC, Paterson
Bruce Ciccone, President, Prodigy Group International
Mary Crooms, Ret’d Paterson School Teacher
Giancarlo Di Lonardo, Cmty Strategies Coordinator, NJ Community Capital 
Nicole Edwards, Billing Supervisor, Holy Name Medical Center
Jessica Hinds, Teacher, Paterson Academy for the Gifted and Talented 
Rev. Warren McDowell, Senior Pastor, Prophetic Church of God, Paterson
George McLoof, President, Longstreet Development     
Orville Morales, Cmty Campaign Manager, The Public Good Project
Deborah Murphy, Ret’d teacher, Language Training Instiitute
Gwendolyn Ndubuisi, Library Media Specialist
Ruth Plucinski, Ret’d Marketing Communications Manager, AT&T 
Inge Spungen, Executive Director, Paterson Alliance
Dora Valencia, Consultant
Janice Willett, Ret’d Freelance Editor, The Boston Consulting Group
Jane Williams-Warren, Ret’d, Mayor of the City of Paterson 
 Honorary & Ex Officio Board Members:
Anthony La Sala, Esq., Counselor at Law, La Sala Properties
Norma Leonhard, Ret’d Exec Secretary, American Cyanamid
Mary Sinacore, Ret’d Accounting Mgr., SDM Representatives
Board Attorney:
Alexis E. Lazzara, Attorney, Connell Foley, LLP
Special Counsel: 
Richard A. Voll, Esq., Attorney-at-Law, Ridgewood

    Sandra & Carlos with their

    daughter, Sophia

2019 ADVISORY BOARD

Chairman:
Matthew D. Kuiken, Vice President of Operations, Kuiken Brothers Company, Inc.
Members:
Sarah Avery, Director, New Jersey Friedman LLP 
Rev. Allan Boyer, Pastor, Bethel A.M.E. Church, Paterson
Marilyn Clark, Ret’d Director of Development, Saddle River Day School
Rev. Kenneth Clayton, Pastor, St. Luke Baptist Church, Paterson
Alfonso Daloisio Jr., President, Railroad Construction Company, Inc. 
Nancy DeVries, Owner, Starboard Graphics
Phillip E. Dzialo, DVP Client Experience & Innovation at ADP TotalSource
Gail Gordon, Attorney & Business consultant
Susan Greenbaum Gross, Pres, Retail Furniture & Design, Greenbaum Interiors
Dianne Grenz, Sr. Executive VP and Chief Consumer Banking Offi  cer, Valley
James Griffi  th, Ret’d Contracts Manager, Allied Signal 
Raymond G. Hallock, Ret’d President & CEO, Columbia Bank 
Deborah Hoff man, Dir, Department of Economic Development, Cty of Passaic
Steve Hoogerhyde, Former Executive VP, Clifton Savings Bank 
Craig Hoogstra, Attorney, Miller, Meyerson & Corbo
Randall Lassiter, Senior Pastor, Calvary Baptist Church, Paterson
Gail Levinson, Former Executive Director, Supportive Housing Assoc. of NJ 
Jim Mathews, Ret’d Senior VP, Corporate Marketing of Hunter Douglas
John Mattone, Regional Vice President, Enterprise  
Pamela McBride, Architectural Designer, William G. Brown Architects 
Arthur McEwen, Ret’d Corporate VP, United Parcel Service
Nancy McGrath, Director, The WordWright Challenge
William Neumann, President, William Neumann Photography
Garret Nieuwenhuis, Retired 1st Sr. VP, Valley National Bank
James O’Brien, Community Volunteer
Tomas Porturas, VP, Sr. Community Relations Consultant, Wells Fargo                   
Nellie Pou, NJ State Senator 35th District
James Quinlan, Insurance Consulting, Selective Benefi ts & Financial Servs, Inc.
Alle Reis-Mendoza, Vice President, M&T Bank 
Cipora O. Schwartz, Community Volunteer
Jonas K. Seigel, Managing Partner, Seigel Law LLC
Paul Van Ostenbridge, President & CEO, Atlantic Stewardship Bank  
Paul Vagianos, Owner, It’s Greek to Me Restaurant 
Martin Vergara II, Vice President, Director of Sales Strategy, Morgan Stanley 
Richard Voll, Attorney-at-Law, Ridgewood    

*deceased    

Co-Founders:
Rev. Dr. John A. Algera, Ret’d Pastor, Madison Ave CRC, Paterson
Rev. Dr. Stanley Vander Klay*, Pastor, Ret’d Northside CRC, Paterson

Honorary Chairman:
William J. Pascrell, Jr., U.S. Congressman, 9th NJ District

Like so many other 
two-year-olds, Sophia 
has a security blanket 
— a pink fuzzy “blankie” 
that she often wears 
like a shawl. Right now 
that’s good enough for 
this irresistibly cute 
toddler with big brown 
eyes, but her parents 
have another form of 
security in mind for her.

Sandra and Carlos will be raising Sophia in a decent 
and safe home of their own that they partnered with 
Paterson Habitat to buy. Their new house on North 1st 
Street is almost ready. It will be home to three generations 
since the household includes Sandra’s parents, Maria and 
Omar.

“We are so excited,” Sandra said. “Before we learned 
about Habitat I didn’t see how it would be possible to do 
this.”

Like all new Habitat homeowners they put in 400 
hours of volunteer “sweat equity” labor. But like so many 
of our families, hard work is a way of life for them. Sandra’s 
weekday job for an offi  ce maintenance fi rm begins at 3:30 
a.m. and she does catering work at a country club on 
weekends. Carlos does valet parking for an auto dealership. 
Even her father, 74 years old, works part-time.

The apartment they are leaving has been home to 
Sandra since she joined her parents here 23 years ago 
after immigrating to Paterson from Colombia. Now a proud 
American citizen, she met and married Carlos on a trip back 
to Colombia.

This extended family spent years battling the landlord 
over faulty plumbing and more recently a family of raccoons 
who had moved into the attic above them. Sophia’s birth 
convinced them it was time to fi nd a new way of living.

“In our new house,” Carlos says with pride. “We’ll even 
have a little yard where Sophia can play.”

(This family will be featured in Paterson Habitat’s 
spring fundraising mailer. We hope you’ll enjoy 

learning more of their story and consider 
a donation to enable more stories like it.)

A diff erent kind of 
security blanket



Hamilton 7 and beyond

A classic real estate maxim says three things determine the value of a home: location ... location ... and location.

For decades, a 12-block section of Paterson’s 4th Ward was a location where homes were abandoned rather than 
built. A neighborhood starved for signifi cant investment and healthy growth.

This is the same 12-block section Paterson Habitat identifi ed over fi ve years ago as our 4th Ward Revitalization Area. 
In partnership with 4th Ward community leaders, we committed to reviving this neighborhood as a place where hard-
working low-income families could live in decent homes and on safe streets.

The core of the revitalized neighborhood will be 75 homes built or renovated by Paterson Habitat and fi lled with 
homeowner families committed to the area’s future. This has been the most ambitious project in the history of Paterson 
Habitat—and thanks to our donors and construction volunteers it’s two-thirds completed.   

 Now we’ve started the third and fi nal stage of the 4th Ward Revitalization Area project and we need the help of our 
friends with a special fundraising campaign called “Hamilton 7 & Beyond.” Named for seven homes we’re now building 
on Hamilton Street (artist rendering above), this campaign will raise $2.5 million towards completion of all 25 homes in 
the fi nal third of this initiative.

In addition to building homes, the Hamilton 7 & Beyond campaign will “build” the quality of life in this newly-revitalized 
neighborhood. The campaign will strengthen numerous community initiatives such as: residents accessing fresh and 
healthy produce at the Green Acres community garden, joining in local public safety eff orts through the 4th Ward CPTED 
(crime prevention through environmental design) and enjoying beautifi ed public spaces such as the new Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Public Park on Auburn Street.

Given the scope of this eff ort and its impact on families, we’re asking supporters to make a special gift earmarked 
for the Hamilton 7 & Beyond campaign in addition to their regular donations. This kind of generosity is enabling us to 
make a lasting improvement in the lives of 75 families and in the neighborhood they’ll call home.

More information on the Hamilton 7 & Beyond Campaign can be found online at 
patersonhabitat.org/h7andbeyond.

Special  fundraising campaign will bring it home

4th Ward revitalization area two-thirds completed,
new homes and new life for a whole neighborhood



Don’t dump it, donate it! We pick up donations of new and gently used 
household items. All donations are tax-deductible. A great place to shop! The 
prices are great and you never know what you will fi nd. But more than that, all 
proceeds from ReStore sales support Paterson Habitat’s mission. Give your 
time! By volunteering at the ReStore you do more to support building projects 
that benefi t families in your community. For more information on all the ways 
you can help, visit habitatrestorewayne.org. 

3 ways you can help 
support the ReStore

why I build
by Garret Nieuwenhuis 
Ret’d 1st Sr VP, Valley National Bank

Nearly twenty four years ago I was invited to join the Paterson 
Habitat “family” to help promote their program of off ering hope and 
security to families in Paterson. 

As someone who fi nds satisfaction in accomplishing the goals of 
the organizations that I’m involved with, I can’t think of a better way to 
have spent the many hours volunteering in meetings and on the job site 
at Habitat to bring joy and satisfaction to the recipients of our housing 
program. Having been an active participant in this great cause for many 
years has provided me with an opportunity to meet hundreds of people 
from all walks of life who have inspired me and at the same time joined 
me in helping our new neighbors receive the keys to “a home of their 
own”. Volunteering for Habitat has been and continues to be one of the most satisfying experiences 
of my adult life. Paterson Habitat is blessed with people who generously give of their time, talent and 
treasure for the benefi t of others and I’m very blessed to be a participant in this labor of love!

Reception for 
Barbara Dunn, May 30th

The many friends and colleagues of  retiring Paterson 
Habitat Executive Director Barbara Dunn can say good-
bye and thank her for 26 years of dedicated  service at a 
cocktail reception on Thursday May 30th at Lambert Castle 
beginning at 6:30 PM. Fittingly enough, the reception will 
also serve as a fundraiser for building a Paterson Habitat 
home in her honor. 

For more information contact (973) 595-6868 ext. 106
or email amy@patersonhabitat.org



Where can I donate my old vehicle?  
Through Habitat for Humanity’s Cars for Homes program, donated vehicles raise money to 
help more families. One hundred percent of the net proceeds from the sale of your donated 
vehicle are used by your local Habitat to build and repair aff ordable homes. Just a few clicks 
online can get your donation in process. Someone will even come and get the vehicle for you. 
Visit patersonhabitat.org/donate-a-car for more information. 

Acts of kindness 
continue Delivering shoes & 

building homes in 
Malawi

A year ago, Paterson Habitat joined Habitat affi  liates 
across the country in accepting the King Center’s 
challenge to undertake 50 acts of kindness and service 
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr’s death. We wanted to do our part to build 
the Beloved Community—one dedicated to justice, equal 
opportunity, and love of fellow human beings—that Dr. 
King envisioned right here in Paterson. And, with your 
help, we did it. Not only did 50 volunteers pick an act 
of kindness and/or service from our “MLK 50 Forward” 
action board, but Paterson Habitat also stepped forward 
to create a new Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. city park across 
from the church in the 4th Ward of Paterson where 
Dr. King spoke just a week before his death. We broke 
ground on the MLK Public Park last November and the 
Park is scheduled to be completed in late Spring 2019. 
It’s a labor of love of the Paterson community and will 
be a place of peace and contemplation for generations 
to come. 

Habitat for Humanity International has signed 
up with the King Center in Atlanta for another year of 
building the Beloved Community so watch for new plans 
in Paterson in the coming months. You can always visit 
patersonhabitat.org/50forward to see what Paterson 
Habitat is doing locally.

When a team of Paterson Habitat volunteers 
arrived for a second home building visit to the 
poverty-stricken African nation of Malawi in 
November 2018, each team member’s luggage 
included a duff el bag stuff ed with pairs of 

children’s shoes. Partnering 
with the nonprofi t that’s 
designed sandal-style shoes 
for boys and girls which 
expand up to fi ve sizes 
(theshoethatgrows.org), over 
500 children now can walk 
to school and play sports 
with decent footwear. But 
more importantly, over the 

past two years, Paterson Habitat has sent 
$38,000 from its annual tithe contributions to 
Malawi and our volunteers have helped to build 
fi ve houses. These Global Village (GV) trips 
are part of Paterson Habitat’s “Travel with a 
Purpose” (TWAP) program. A November 2019 
trip to Jordan is currently being planned. You 
can fi nd more details on Paterson Habitat trips 
here in the U.S. as well as internationally at 
patersonhabitat.org/twap.
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Every donation 

Helps a family 
build a safe and 
affordable home

Give generously before June 30 to help families build strength, stability and 
independence through shelter. Visit patersonhabitat.org/donate today!

patersonhabitat.org

Paterson Habitat for Humanity
PO Box 2585, Paterson, NJ 07509


